
How to Study and Prepare for a 
Ham Test

Bob Ross





Study pattern

• Read book

• Take notes

• Create a single page reference sheet

• Review questions and correct answers for the chapter

• Watch videos for the chapter

• Do a practice test for each chapter and keep a list of 

missed questions with correct answers

• Use a calculator



Read book:

• Get the correct ARRL book for the test

• Take notes as you read it





Link new information to:

1) something you already know

2) some silly picture or story

3) a mnemonic





This Good Morning, 

King Henry Died

by Drinking Chocolate Milk

Making Nothing Possible.
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deci
centa
milli

nano
pico

micro



Tera 12
Giga 9
Mega 6
kilo 3
hecto 2
deca 1
base
deci -1
centa -2
milli -3

nano -9
pico -12

micro -6



Read book:

• Create a single page reference sheet





• Review questions and correct answers for the chapter

• Watch videos for the chapter

• Do a practice test for each chapter and keep a list of 
missed questions with correct answers





Watch Videos:

• Dave Castler (ARRL YouTube)

• W4EEY (YouTube)



Practice exams: 

• ARRL.org Exam Practice 
( https://arrlexamreview.appspot.com/ )

• HamExam.org







Use a calculator



Test pattern

1. Do not study on the day of the test – only 
review your reference sheet

2. Walk in but do not engage in any deep 
conversations

3. Keep going over the things you need to put 
on the reference sheet



Test pattern

4. Start test

5. Create reference page on scratch paper

6. Breathe deeply and stay relaxed – anxiety 
clogs your brain



Test pattern

7. If a question requires you to think deeply, 
write down the number and move on.  Come 
back later to the list and answer them at the 
end.

8. How to analyze a question – A) what do they 
want and B) what do you have



Test pattern

9. If a question is giving you trouble – think of it 
backwards:  Eliminate the incorrect answers 
and that leaves the correct answer.

10.Stay with your first answer – be very resistive 
to changing it (Don’t talk yourself out of the 
correct answer)



Questions?


